
Volunteer Opportunity 

Citizen Member: BRIC NS Advisory Council 

Building Research for Integrated Primary Healthcare (BRIC NS) is an interdisciplinary research 

network of health professionals, decision makers, health researchers, citizens and others who 

are working together to do research that will improve health and quality of life for people with 

– or at risk of developing – complex health care needs. Founded in primary health care, BRIC NS 

is committed to building integrated patient and family-centred care and prevention strategies 

within, across and beyond the health care system.  BRIC NS is based at the Department of 

Family Medicine at Dalhousie University. 

BRIC NS is part of the Strategy for Patient-Oriented Research (SPOR) which is funded by the 

Canadian Institutes of Health Research and is dedicated to integrating research into care. 

Patient-oriented research is about engaging patients, their caregivers, and families as partners 

in the research process.  This engagement helps to ensure that studies focus on patient-

identified priorities, which ultimately leads to better patient outcomes. 

Position: 

Citizen members will join the BRIC NS Advisory Council and provide input to and help support 

the council by providing a unique, citizen perspective.  

Function: 

The purpose of the BRIC NS Advisory Council is to provide advice and make recommendations 

to the Leadership Team on achieving the goals of BRIC NS. The Advisory Council helps to 

identify research priorities and advises on the development of a strategic plan. The Advisory 

Council provides strategic guidance on issues related to: 

 Sources of funding for projects 

 Reporting and performance measurement 

 Citizen engagement 

 Knowledge translation 

 Increasing human resources for research  

 Working across disciplines and sectors 

 Advising on scope/manageability of projects 

 Strategic directions 

 Other issues raised by the BRIC NS membership   

Term:  

Two (2) year term beginning in the fall of 2018.  

The Advisory Council will meet a minimum of twice a year with additional meetings as required 

at the call of the Leadership Team. The expertise of individual members may be requested 

between meetings.  



 

 

We are looking for one (1) Nova Scotia resident with one or more of the following: 

 Experience with different aspects of the health care system (primary care, emergency 

services, long term care, etc.) as either a patient or caregiver 

 Experience accessing services in other sectors (such as education, housing or social 

services) for self or a family member 

 Experience and/or interest in Research, Knowledge Translation or Patient Engagement 

 An interest in reducing the burden faced by people with complex needs and in 

increasing the effectiveness of the health care system  

 A broad sense of the challenges and opportunities that face health care within Canada 

and specifically Nova Scotia 

 The ability to share perspectives and a willingness to view them in a broader context  

 The ability to listen to all perspectives in an honest and respectful way 

 A demonstrated sense of community, volunteerism and citizenship 

 Fundraising experience 

 Communications experience 

 Interest in travelling to attend a national meeting 

Support: 

Orientation is provided to all Advisory Council members to ensure that everyone understands 

their role, the decision-making process and the expectations for working together equitably.  In 

addition, citizen members are given an introduction to the research process. 

Expenses related to attending Advisory Council meetings will be reimbursed, subject to BRIC NS 

policies. 

Please note: These are volunteer positions. If this opportunity is of interest, please send a 

resume and cover letter explaining why you are interested and why you believe you can 

provide valuable input and support to the BRIC NS Advisory Council.  

Applications are due on or before September 7, 2018. For more information, or to apply, please 

contact Jessica Nowlan (bricns@dal.ca). 
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